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development in the other Middle states was similar. In
New York, for example, the common school fund, created
in 1805 (see p. 263), was by 1827 enormously increased
through the addition of the proceeds from bank stock, the
sale of state lands, quit rents, and fees of various sorts, and
again a decade later through the moneys assigned the state
from the United States surplus revenue. But even when
town and district taxes had been added to the income of
the state fund, there was not sufficient support for the
common schools without the rate bills, and throughout
the awakening strenuous efforts were made to get rid of
such a charge by means of a state tax. A referendum to
the people under the act of 1849 was carried by a three-to-
one vote, only to be reversed the following year by a small
majority. Two years later, by the passage of a com-
promise bill, the schools were declared to be free for all
pupils between five and twenty-one years of age, and an
annual state tax amounting to $800,000 was provided.
In 1854 and 1857 this appropriation was substantially
increased through millage taxation, although it was not
7ontil 1867, in the period of later development, that the
rate bills were completely abolished and public schools
became free everywhere in New York.
A like development gradually took place throughout
New England. In tracing the reforms of Mann and
Barnard we have seen how markedly the taxation and
appropriations for common schools increased as a result
of their labors. While Connecticut and Rhode Island
failed to abolish rate bills until several years after the Civil
War, three of the states in this section — Massachusetts,
Maine, and New Hampshire — had made their schools
entirely free before the end of the revival, and Vermont
was able to do so in the early years of the next period

